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Abstract 

The article explores a phenomenon of the digital Sufism. It will assess extent of Sufi engagement on social media, 

analyze the thematic content of their sermons, and compare their digital initiatives with those of other Islamic 

organizations. Additionally, it investigates how Sufi orders adapt to the digital environment and whether they 

reveal esoteric practices in online spaces. The article introduces the concept of "digital Sufism" as a framework to 

understand how Sufi traditions have embraced modern technology to enhance the reach and relevance of their 

teachings. The study highlights the significance of Sufism in the digital age and its ability to adapt to contemporary 

challenges, demonstra ting how Sufi tra ditions ha ve  e volve d to ma inta in the ir re le va nce . The  prima ry obje ctive  

is to e xa mine  the  disse mina tion of Sufi te a chings via  digita l pla tforms a nd a sse ss a n impa ct of this 

tra nsforma tion on spiritua l pra ctice s. By using a  qua lita tive  a pproa ch, the  re se a rch re lie s on conte nt a na lysis to 

e xa mine  the  online  pre se nce  a nd a ctivitie s of Sufi orde rs a cross socia l me dia  pla tforms. This me thod fa cilita te s 

the  ide ntifica tion of unde rlying na rra tive s a nd disse mina tion stra te gie s e mploye d by the se  spiritua l 

communitie s. Ultima te ly, the  a rticle  e mpha size s the  shift of Sufism from a  mystica l, e xclusive  brothe rhood to 

a  more  ope n a nd a cce ssible  spiritua l pa th sha pe d by digita l inte ra ction. This tra nsforma tion la ys the  groundwork 

for a  de e pe r unde rsta nding of the  comple x dyna mics of Sufi pra ctice s within the  conte xt of mode rn Ce ntra l 

A sia . 

Keywords: Sufism, pre a che rs, digita l re ligion, online  re ligious a uthority 
 

1. Introduction 

Digita l Isla m is e me rging a s a  ne w doma in for re ligious disse mina tion, tra nsce nding ge ogra phica l 

bounda rie s a nd providing a  pla tform for globa l inte ra ction. Virtua l spa ce s such a s we bsite s, socia l 

me dia , a nd mobile  a pplica tions a re  tra nsforming into digita l mosque s a nd ma dra ssa s, whe re  Muslims 

worldwide  ca n a cquire  re ligious knowle dge , e nga ge  in dia logue , a nd stre ngthe n the ir fa ith (Ra ya , 

2025). Digita l Sufism is e me rging a s a  fa ce t of Digita l Isla m—a  comple x ta pe stry inte rwe a ving 

a ncie nt spiritua l wisdom with mode rn te chnology. It ma rks a  compe lling conve rge nce  whe re  

tra ditiona l Sufi ide a ls, such a s introspe ction, divine  love , a nd the  pursuit of inne r knowle dge , a re  

be ing re ima gine d within the  digita l la ndsca pe . By utilizing e nga ging forma ts such a s vide os, 

inspira tiona l quote s, a nd inte ra ctive  discussions, Sufi pra ctitione rs foste r online  communitie s roote d 
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in mindfulne ss a nd inne r pe a ce . This digita l e nga ge me nt se rve s a s a  counte rba la nce  to the  

ove rwhe lming na ture  of the  mode rn informa tion a ge  a nd a ligns with the  principle  of zuhud, 

a dvoca ting for spiritua l focus a nd simplicity in a  world incre a singly drive n by ma te ria l e xce ss 

(Wija ya , 2023).  

 

The  pa rticipa tory na ture  of socia l me dia  e na ble s use rs to sha re  pe rsona l e xpe rie nce s re la te d to the ir 

spiritua l journe ys, cultiva ting a  se nse  of be longing a nd colle ctive  growth tha t e xte nds be yond 

ge ogra phica l bounda rie s (Ja lla b e t a l., 2023). Sufism, the  mystica l tra dition within Isla m, ha s 

e ffe ctive ly a da pte d to the  digita l sphe re , giving rise  to the  phe nome non of "digita l Sufism," which 

re fle cts the  a da pta bility a nd re silie nce  of Sufi tra ditions in a  globa lly inte rconne cte d world. Ke y 

fa ctors driving this tre nd include  the  a cce ssibility a fforde d by the  inte rne t a nd digita l pla tforms, which 

disma ntle  tra ditiona l ba rrie rs of ge ogra phy a nd culture . Significa nt tra nsforma tions in Sufi pra ctice s 

a nd inte rpre ta tions ha ve  e me rge d in this conte xt. The se  include  the  rise  of pe rsona lize d spiritua l 

e xplora tion, the  inte gra tion of e cle ctic e le me nts from va rious tra ditions, a nd the  e me rge nce  of more  

horizonta lly structure d Sufi communitie s tha t cha lle nge  conve ntiona l hie ra rchie s (Iqba l, 2024). A s 

Sufism tra nsitions into the  digita l doma in, it e ncounte rs a  combina tion of opportunitie s a nd 

cha lle nge s. Online  pla tforms ha ve  re volutionize d the  disse mina tion a nd a cce ssibility of Sufi 

te a chings, foste ring tra nsna tiona l dia logue  a nd spiritua l e nga ge me nt, a s e vide nce d by findings tha t 

unde rscore  the  tra nsforma tive  impa ct of digita l te chnologie s on Sufi pra ctice s (Wa he e d e t a l., 2024). 

 

This digita l sha ring a cts a s a  be a con, illumina ting the  pa th of Sufi te a chings for a  globa l a udie nce . It 

nurture s a  dyna mic virtua l community whe re  se e ke rs of wisdom ca n conne ct a nd e xplore  the ir 

spiritua l be lie fs without the  limita tions of physica l proximity. Through pla tforms such a s socia l me dia , 

we bina rs, a nd online  forums, individua ls from dive rse  ba ckgrounds e nga ge  in me a ningful dia logue , 

sha re  insights, a nd support one  a nothe r on the ir spiritua l journe ys. The  rise  of online  congre ga tions 

re vita lize s tra ditiona l pra ctice s, a llowing the  Sufi community to flourish in the  digita l sphe re . The se  

virtua l spa ce s not only pre se rve  the  te a chings of e ste e me d Sufi ma ste rs but a lso e mpowe r 

conte mpora ry spiritua l le a de rs to disse mina te  knowle dge  with broa de r re a ch a nd influe nce . This 

digita l re na issa nce  re inforce s the  re le va nce  a nd a uthority of Sufi schola rs a nd guide s, e nsuring the ir 

insights re sona te  a cross ge ne ra tions—bridging the  ga p be twe e n the  sa cre d tra ditions of the  pa st a nd 

the  e volving spiritua l ne e ds of the  pre se nt (Hida ya t, 2022).   

 

In light of this tre nd, the  a rticle  a ims to e va lua te  not only the  e xte nt of Sufi outre a ch on socia l me dia  

but a lso to e xa mine  the  the me s of the ir se rmons a nd the  stra te gie s e mploye d to communica te  

re ligious me ssa ge s. The  study will a na lyze  how va rious Sufi orde rs utilize  digita l pla tforms to e xpa nd 

the ir influe nce  a nd ide ntify the  na rra tive s tha t most e ffe ctive ly e nga ge  the ir a udie nce s. Furthe rmore , 

it will compa re  Sufi pre a ching with the  digita l outre a ch e fforts of othe r Isla mic groups, offe ring 

insight into the  distinctive  role  Sufis pla y in sha ping Isla mic discourse  in the  digita l e ra . Pa rticula r 

a tte ntion will be  give n to the  e ffe ctive ne ss of Sufi pre a ching online , the ir me thods of e nga ging 

followe rs, a nd the  pa tte rns through which the ir me ssa ge s a re  disse mina te d. In a n e ra  whe re  ne a rly, 

e ve ry Isla mic se ct is re pre se nte d by "online  re ligious influe nce rs" a nd "digita l spiritua l a uthoritie s," 

the  re se a rch will inve stiga te  how Sufi orde rs na viga te  a nd re spond to this e volving la ndsca pe . 

A dditiona lly, the  study will e xplore  whe the r Sufi communitie s choose  to disclose  the ir mystica l 

pra ctice s online  or re ta in the ir tra ditiona l se cre cy de spite  the  ope nne ss of mode rn te chnology. The  

findings highlight the  substa ntia l role  Sufis pla y in a dva ncing Isla mic na rra tive s within the  a ge  of 

digita l communica tion. 
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1.1. Literature review 

The  re se a rch a rticle s to da te  include  discussions on the  rise  of "digita l Sufism," a  tre nd tha t re fle cts 

the  a da pta bility of Sufi tra ditions in the  conte mpora ry digita l world. This involve s use  of inte rne t a nd 

digita l pla tforms to ma ke  Sufi te a chings more  a cce ssible  a nd wide spre a d, tra nsce nding tra ditiona l 

ge ogra phica l a nd cultura l bounda rie s. The y e xa mine  a  role  of socia l me dia  in tra nsforming Sufi 

pra ctice s a nd inte rpre ta tions, highlight how digita l pla tforms ha ve  a llowe d for pe rsona lize d spiritua l 

e xplora tion a nd the  de ve lopme nt of individua lize d pra ctice s, while  a lso incorpora ting e cle ctic 

e le me nts from va rious spiritua l tra ditions. The  re se a rch pa pe rs a lso include  insights on the  inte rpla y 

be twe e n re ligion a nd me dia , highlighting me thods to unde rsta nd re ligious re pre se nta tion in the  

me dia  e nvironme nt. This is crucia l for a na lyzing how Sufi pra ctice s a re  portra ye d a nd pe rce ive d in 

the  digita l doma in. The  ke y fe a ture  of our re se a rch is la ying founda tion for unde rsta nding the  

comple x dyna mics of Sufi pra ctice s on socia l me dia , se tting the  sta ge  for the  pa pe r's e xplora tion of 

digita l Sufism in conte mpora ry Ce ntra l A sia . 

2. Method 

The  pa pe r e mploys a  qua lita tive  re se a rch me thodology to e xa mine  the  dyna mics of Sufi pra ctice s on 

socia l me dia . This a pproa ch e na ble s a  de e p a nd nua nce d unde rsta nding of da ta  colle cte d from 

va rious source s, including e xisting lite ra ture  a nd digita l pla tforms. Informa tion wa s ga the re d from a  

ra nge  of socia l me dia  site s, a llowing for a  thorough inve stiga tion into how Sufi orde rs inte ra ct with 

the ir online  a udie nce s. The  use  of a  multifa ce te d da ta  colle ction stra te gy e nha nce s the  de pth a nd 

a ccura cy of the  study. A  ce ntra l e le me nt of the  re se a rch is conte nt a na lysis, which is use d to uncove r 

unde rlying na rra tive s, re curring the me s, a nd the  disse mina tion stra te gie s e mploye d by Sufi orde rs. 

The  study focuse s spe cifica lly on Ce ntra l A sia , a  re gion with a  profound historica l conne ction to 

Sufism a nd a  significa nt cultura l influe nce . La ngua ge  se rve d a s a  ke y se le ction crite rion, with a n 

e mpha sis on Russia n, Ka za kh, a nd Uzbe k, re fle cting the ir wide spre a d use  in the  re gion. This 

linguistic focus e nsure s a  broa de r a nd more  inclusive  pe rspe ctive  on digita l Sufi e nga ge me nt. In 

a ddition, the  a rticle  e va lua te s the  posting fre que ncy of se le cte d a ccounts to a sse ss the ir le ve l of 

e nga ge me nt with followe rs. Toge the r, the se  me thods contribute  to a  compre he nsive  unde rsta nding 

of how Sufi tra ditions a re  be ing re sha pe d a nd re pre se nte d in the  digita l sphe re , pa rticula rly within 

the  Ce ntra l A sia n conte xt. 

 

The  prima ry focus is Ce ntra l A sia , re gion rich in a ncie nt history a nd a  vibra nt crossroa ds of culture s, 

which holds de e p significa nce  due  to the  e nduring impa ct of Sufism. For ce nturie s, this mystica l 

bra nch of Isla m ha s sha pe d the  spiritua l la ndsca pe , le a ving a  la sting influe nce  on a rt, lite ra ture , 

music, a nd philosophica l thought (De We e se , 2018). The  re se a rch pa pe r a rticle  doe s not e ncompa ss 

Ta jikista n a nd Kyrgyzsta n owing to insufficie nt da ta . Howe ve r, it is significa nt to note  tha t the  

Russia n is e xte nsive ly utilize d within the se  two na tions. We  he re by a cknowle dge  the  limita tions of 

this study. The  focus on the  Ce ntra l A sia n conte xt ma y limit the  ge ne ra liza bility of the  findings to 

othe r re gions whe re  the  re la tionship be twe e n Sufism a nd socia l me dia  ma y diffe r.   

 
 

3. Discussion 
 

he dead adversary. In toda y's digita l a ge , socia l ne tworks se rve  a s powe rful tools for promoting a nd 

disse mina ting informa tion a bout re ligions, including Isla m a nd its mystica l bra nch, Sufism. The se  

pla tforms not only he lp sha re  knowle dge  but a lso conne ct disciple s with re ligious a uthoritie s, 

foste ring a  se nse  of community a mong followe rs (Ma shita  & Da rsista , 2024). A s te chnology 
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a dva nce d into the  21st ce ntury, the  digita l la ndsca pe  be ca me  a  ne w frontie r. Socia l me dia , podca sts, 

a nd online  pla tforms ha ve  tra nsforme d the  na ture  of Sufi outre a ch, a llowing pra ctitione rs a nd se e ke rs 

to insta ntly sha re  te a chings, cre a ting a  globa l ne twork of inte rconne cte d souls unite d by the  que st for 

divine  love  a nd unde rsta nding (Dudoignon, 2020). The  e volution of socia l me dia  ha s ope ne d Sufism, 

once  a  mystica l a nd e xclusive  brothe rhood, to a  broa de r a udie nce . This tra nsforma tion ha s e na ble d 

the  te a chings of Sufi ma ste rs to tra nsce nd ge ogra phica l a nd cultura l ba rrie rs, cre a ting a  ta pe stry of 

spiritua l discourse  a cce ssible  to a ll se e ke rs. Pre viously hidde n knowle dge , once  cloa ke d in tra dition 

a nd se cre cy, now flows fre e ly through digita l pla tforms, foste ring community a mong dive rse  

pra ctitione rs through sha re d e xpe rie nce s (A htisha m, 2024). Within this conte xt, Sufism, the  mystica l 

dime nsion of Isla m, e me rge s a s a  significa nt a re a  of study, offe ring unique  insights into the  

inte ra ction be twe e n tra ditiona l spiritua l pra ctice s a nd conte mpora ry globa l dyna mics (We isma nn, 

2014). 

 

A s digita l Sufism e volve s, it's importa nt to a sse ss how tra ditiona l pra ctice s a da pt to this ne w conte xt. 

In our digita l a ge , whe re  inte ra ctions ofte n occur be hind scre e ns a nd a nonymity ma y re duce  

a ccounta bility, the  mora l te a chings of Sufism offe r a  va lua ble  solution. Grounde d in va lue s of love , 

e mpa thy, a nd se lf-a wa re ne ss, Sufism sugge sts a lte rna tive  me thods for communica tion a nd se lf-

e xpre ssion. E mpha sizing the  importa nce  of conne ctions a nd re spe ct for othe rs ca n he lp re duce  the  

inte nsity of online  dispute s a nd hostility (Rizki & Rusdi, 2024). Sufi te a chings e ncoura ge  looking 

be yond the  physica l world, e mpha sizing spiritua l principle s tha t ca n re duce  ha rmful be ha viors like  

e xce ssive  ga mbling. Me dita tion a nd se lf-re fle ction provide  a  pa th to inne r pe a ce , he lping individua ls 

discove r the ir true  de sire s a nd a spira tions, fre e  from outside  influe nce s. In this wa y, Sufism offe rs 

guida nce  towa rd a  more  me a ningful a nd ha rmonious life  in the  digita l a ge , whe re  re la tionships a nd 

e thica l principle s re ma in e sse ntia l (Sya kur et al., 2024). The  online  pre a ching a ctivitie s of Sufi orde rs 

ca n be  de scribe d a s a  dyna mic a da pta tion of tra ditiona l spiritua l pra ctice s to the  digita l a ge . This 

outre a ch tra nsce nds ge ogra phica l bounda rie s, a ttra cting a  globa l a udie nce  se e king spiritua l guida nce  

a nd conne ction. The  online  sphe re  a llows for gre a te r a cce ssibility, e na bling individua ls una ble  to 

a tte nd physica l ga the rings to pa rticipa te  in Sufi ritua ls a nd te a chings. Howe ve r, the  commodifica tion 

of spiritua lity a nd the  pote ntia l for misinte rpre ta tion re ma in cha lle nge s. Na viga ting the se  

comple xitie s, Sufi orde rs strive  to ma inta in a uthe nticity a nd e thica l conduct while  e mbra cing the  

opportunitie s pre se nte d by online  pla tforms (Saeed, 2021). 

 

Ce ntra l A sia n Sufis a re  la unching a  propa ga nda  ca mpa ign on the  conte mpora ry socia l me dia  

pla tforms to disse mina te  the ir te a chings a nd e nga ge  prospe ctive  a dhe re nts. This e ncompa sse s using 

poigna nt poe try, e xce rpts from re nowne d Sufi sa ge s, a nd concise  vide os illustra ting va rious ritua ls 

a nd spiritua l me thodologie s. Significa nt e mpha sis is pla ce d on the  e xa lta tion of compa ssion, mora lity 

a nd huma nity—funda me nta l te ne ts of Sufism. The  stra te gic a pproa ch incorpora te s inte ra ctive  

se ssions with pa rticipa nts, whe re in Sufi she ikhs re spond to inquirie s a nd provide  spiritua l counse l. 

The y a lso offe r na rra tive s from the  live s of sa ints a nd a ccounts of mira culous occurre nce s. The  

ove ra rching a im of this initia tive  is to disma ntle  pre va iling ste re otype s surrounding Sufism a nd to 

portra y it a s a  dyna mic, pe rtine nt, a nd be ne ficia l te a ching in the  conte mpora ry conte xt (Kha n, 2022). 

This mode rn a pproa ch to spiritua lity a llows for a  dyna mic e xcha nge  of ide a s, whe re  tra ditiona l 

doctrine s me e t conte mpora ry discourse . Through ca ptiva ting visua ls, thought-provoking posts, a nd 

live  discussions, Sufi communitie s cultiva te  a  vibra nt online  pre se nce , e nga ging both followe rs a nd 

curious se e ke rs a like  (Ha kim e t a l., 2024). 

 

Our re se a rch fa ce d a  significa nt cha lle nge  in se le cting Sufi pre a che rs on socia l me dia . The  fluid 

na ture  of Sufi ide ntity online , combine d with the  va st a mount of conte nt, re quire d a  rigorous filte ring 
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proce ss. It wa s difficult to diffe re ntia te  ge nuine  pra ctitione rs from those  me re ly a dopting Sufi 

a e sthe tics. A dditiona lly, a sse ssing the  influe nce  a nd re a ch of the se  online  figure s de ma nde d 

sophistica te d a na lysis since  followe r counts didn't a lwa ys re fle ct a ctua l impa ct. E sta blishing cle a r 

se le ction crite ria , ba la ncing qua lita tive  a sse ssme nts with qua ntita tive  da ta , a nd a ddre ssing pote ntia l 

bia se s we re  crucia l to e nsuring the  va lidity a nd re pre se nta tive ne ss of our study. 

 

Be fore  se le cting re le va nt Sufism-re la te d a ccounts on socia l me dia , we  use d ha shta gs like  #sufism, 

#sufi, a nd #ta riqa t a cross pla tforms such a s YouTube , Insta gra m, TikTok, a nd Fa ce book. We  re quire d 

consiste nt online  e nga ge me nt a nd e xclusive  focus on Sufi topics. Howe ve r, we  chose  to a ba ndon 

the se  crite ria  for a  simple r a pproa ch. Our la ngua ge  crite ria  include d Russia n, Ka za kh, a nd Uzbe k. 

Give n the  wide spre a d use  of Russia n, we  de cide d to re se a rch Sufism conte nt in this la ngua ge . The  

Russia n la ngua ge  still hold a  strong position in the  Ce ntra l A sia n re gion be ing a  lingua  fra nca  

(Kubie va  e t a l., 2021). We  e xclude d the  Turkme n a nd Kyrgyz la ngua ge s due  to a  la ck of proficie ncy. 

Our fina l crite rion involve s consiste nt e nga ge me nt on socia l me dia . We  chose  pre a che rs who 

consiste ntly post online .  

 

Ta ble  1. List of a ctive  Sufi pre a ching a ccounts in socia l me dia  (a s pe r our crite ria )  

 

A ccount Subscribe rs Ma jor socia l 

pla tform  

La ngua ge   

ha zra t_qurba na li_a khma d_isha n 27,2 thousa nd  Youtube    Ka za kh/Russia n  

She ikh Na zim's Sa lta na t TV 71,6 thousa nd Youtube    Uzbe k   

Суфийское Бр а тство 

На кшба нди (Na qshba ndi Sufi 

Brothe rhood) 

128 thousa nd Youtube    Russia n   

Из мр а ка  к свету (from da rkne ss 

to light) 

324 thousa nd Youtube   Russia n 

 

The  a ccount ha zra t_qurba na li_a khma d_isha n publishe d 888 vide os, She ikh Na zim's Sa lta na t TV – 

3824, Na qshba ndi Sufi Brothe rhood – 3384, from da rkne ss to light just 930 vide os so fa r. The  a ccount 

from da rkne ss to light wa s re giste re d in 2022 a s compa re d to othe r thre e  a ccounts tha t ca me  a live  

long be fore  (2012, 2014).  

 

3.1. Diffe re nce s be twe e n a bove  me ntione d a ccounts.  

The  first thre e  re pre se nt the  Na qshba ndya  orde r, which ha s de e p historica l roots a nd re ma ins a ctive  

in Ce ntra l A sia . It significa ntly sha pe d the  spiritua l a nd cultura l la ndsca pe  of the  re gion. Origina ting 

in the  12th ce ntury, the  orde r e volve d through va rious historica l conte xts, e spe cia lly during the  16th 

to 18th ce nturie s, influe ncing socia l life , e duca tion, a nd inte rcultura l re la tions a mong re giona l 

pe ople s (Sha na za rova , 2021). Conse que ntly, the ir pre se nce  in the  cybe rspa ce  doe s not ra ise  a ny 

que stions. The  a ccount from da rkne ss to light (for purpose  of conve nie nce  we  will furthe r use  E nglish 

tra nsla tion of the  a ccounts in this a rticle ) sta nds out spe cifica lly due  to se ve ra l re a sons. Firstly, unlike  

the  thre e  a ccounts me ntione d e a rlie r, this a ccount doe s not cla im a ffilia tion with a ny Sufi orde r. 

Se condly, it is ma na ge d by a  Russia n conve rt who is not a  le a de r of a ny Sufi orde r. Thirdly, the  

conte nt cre a tor a ctive ly utilize s va rious socia l me dia  pla tforms, such a s Insta gra m, TikTok, a nd 

Te le gra m, in contra st to othe rs who prima rily use  YouTube  for pre a ching. Our re se a rch indica te s tha t 

the  Na qshba ndis pre domina ntly de pe nd on YouTube  for the ir te a chings, while  the y use  Insta gra m 

a nd Fa ce book ma inly for sha ring quote s from the ir te a che rs, a nd Te le gra m for communica tion a nd 

a nnounce me nts. La stly, this a ccount promote s the  te a chings of the  re nowne d Turkish Sufi, Sa id Nursi. 

He  is re cognize d a s a  founde r of ne o-Sufism, which a ims to ble nd tra ditiona l mystica l pra ctice s with 
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mode rn re a litie s. Sa id Nursi is ofte n linke d to Sufism, pa rticula rly through his unique  inte rpre ta tion 

a nd a da pta tion of its principle s to conte mpora ry conte xts. His a pproa ch combine s inte lle ctua l a nd 

spiritua l dime nsions, stre ssing the  importa nce  of both the  he a rt a nd inte lle ct in unde rsta nding the  

divine . This synthe sis offe rs a  mode rn inte rpre ta tion of Sufism, a ddre ssing the  cha lle nge s fa ce d by 

urba n Muslim socie ty a nd the  se cula r world (Sa hin & Za imul, 2021). The  ta ble  pre se nte d be low is 

constructe d to de monstra te  the  principa l simila ritie s a nd diffe re nce s be twe e n the se  a ccounts. 

 

Ta ble  2. Simila ritie s a nd diffe re nce s between accounts  

 

ha zra t_qurba na li_a khma d_isha n 

She ikh Na zim's Sa lta na t TV 

Na qshba ndi Sufi Brothe rhood 

A lla h’s love  to cre a ture s, vide o le cture s from 

cla ssica l sufi books, te lling storie s a bout the ir 

re ligious a uthoritie s, me thods of be coming 

sa int,  

Из мр а ка  к свету (from da rkne ss to light) A ctive , pe rma ne nt publica tion, e nga ge me nt 

with a udie nce , wide  ra nge  of the me s, live  

stre a ming, discussing mode rn da y issue s 

 

3.2. Pre a ching me thods.  

Our conte nt a nd ca re ful obse rva tions discove re d tha t Sufis in pre a ching role s e mploy be low 

pre a ching me thods. Thre e  a ccounts re pre se nting the  Na qshba ndi orde r focus on the  spiritua l 

dime nsions of Isla mic ritua ls, tre a ting outwa rd forms a s pa ths to inne r tra nsforma tion. The y stre ss the  

importa nce  of inte ntion (niyya ) be hind a ctions, with since rity (ikhla s) a nd de votion (ta qwa ) be ing 

e sse ntia l. Sufis inte rpre t the  five  da ily pra ye rs not just a s ritua listic a cts, but a s e le va te d 

conve rsa tions with the  Divine . In this pe rspe ctive , e a ch ge sture  a nd word be come  a  profound 

e xpre ssion of conne ction, symbolizing a n intima te  dia logue  be twe e n the  te mpora l a nd the  e te rna l. 

Pra ye r tra nsce nds the  re a lm of me re  me cha nica l re cita tion of me morize d e xpre ssions, tra nsforming 

inste a d into a  fluid stre a m of consciousne ss whe re in a spira tions, tre pida tions, gra titude , a nd 

invoca tions conve rge . A ccording to Sufis, the  five  da ily pra ye rs a re  not sta tic rite s, but ra the r dyna mic 

communica tions with God, providing a  unique  opportunity to cultiva te  a  pe rsona l re la tionship with 

the  Cre a tor. From da rkne ss to light proffe r pra gma tic counse l re ga rding the  e nha nce me nt of pra ye rs, 

a dvoca ting for a  pe riod of me dita tion prior to the ir comme nce me nt. The  cla im it will he lp to dive rt 

a tte ntion from worldly conce rns a nd conce ntra te  on the  Divine  pre se nce . A nothe r Isla mic ritua l 

fa sting is e xpla ine d by Sufis a s a n instrume nt for se lf-discipline , ra the r tha n me re  a bste ntion from 

suste na nce  a nd be ve ra ge s. Sufis pe rce ive  fa sting a s a  va lua ble  occa sion to re stra in the ir de sire s a nd 

pa ssions, cultiva te  se lf-control, a nd fortify the ir communion with the  divine . Ge nuine  fa sting, in 

a ccorda nce  with Sufi te a chings, tra nsce nds me re  a bstine nce  from corpore a l nourishme nt, e xte nding 

a lso to the  fa sting of the  inte lle ct a nd the  he a rt. This e nta ils re linquishing ne ga tive  thoughts, 

e motions, a nd a ctions, including but not limite d to a nge r, e nvy, a va rice , a nd pride . Sufis e nde a vor to 

purify the ir inne r be ing, the re by tra nsforming it into a  de se rving ve sse l for divine  love  a nd wisdom. 

3.3. Spe cia l Na rra tive s 

In the ir online  se rmons, the y highlight the  historica l roots of Sufism in the  re gion. By e mpha sizing 

the  a nce stra l pra ctice  of Sufism a nd its role  in sha ping mora l principle s a nd e duca ting individua ls, 

the se  na rra tive s re sona te  with liste ne rs a nd re inforce  the  community's cultura l a nd spiritua l he rita ge . 

Furthe rmore , Sufis e mpha size  the  significa nce  of the  conce pt of insa n ka mil, or the  "pe rfe ct huma n," 

which holds a  ce ntra l position in Sufi philosophy a nd spiritua lity. This conce pt se rve s a s a  crucia l 

fra me work for unde rsta nding spiritua l de ve lopme nt. Sufism, with its rich a rra y of mystica l tra ditions 
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a nd pra ctice s, focuse s on the  journe y towa rd se lf-re a liza tion a nd the  a tta inme nt of a  highe r sta te  of 

be ing. Insa n ka mil e mbodie s the  ide a l qua litie s a nd a ttribute s tha t individua ls must cultiva te  to 

a chie ve  spiritua l pe rfe ction a nd close ne ss to the  Divine . This conce pt not only re fle cts the  Sufi 

a spira tion for pe rsona l tra nsforma tion but a lso highlights the  broa de r e thica l a nd mora l dime nsions 

of huma n e xiste nce . By de lving into the  significa nce  of insa n ka mil, individua ls ca n ga in de e pe r 

insights into the  Sufi unde rsta nding of huma nity, the  que st for spiritua l e nlighte nme nt, a nd the  

ultima te  goa l of a chie ving ha rmony with the  unive rse  (Le cce se,  2025).  

 

The  conce pt of Insa n Ka mil, a s e xplore d in our re se a rch, is promote d by Na qshba ndi re pre se nta tive s. 

In the ir online  se rmons, Sufis de scribe  Insa n Ka mil a s the  pinna cle  of spiritua l de ve lopme nt. The y 

stre ss tha t Insa n Ka mil is more  tha n a n ide a l pe rson; it is a  mirror re fle cting Divine  a ttribute s. The  

journe y to this sta te  involve s love , de votion, a nd se lf-de nia l. The  se rmons highlight the  crucia l role  

of a  spiritua l me ntor in guiding the  stude nt towa rds Insa n Ka mil. The  me ntor, se rving a s a  living 

e xa mple , a ids in ove rcoming obsta cle s a nd unve iling the  true  na ture  of huma nity, ultima te ly le a ding 

to union with God. The  a uthor of "From Da rkne ss to Light" e xpla ins the  conce pt of Insa n Ka mil to 

the  a udie nce  through the  insights of the  me die va l Sufi schola r A l-Jili. A l-Jili highlights the  

importa nce  of spiritua l a sce nt a nd se lf-re a liza tion to a chie ve  Insa n Ka mil. This proce ss involve s 

purifying the  he a rt, a nnihila ting the  e go, a nd a tta ining subsiste nce  in God. Through divine  gra ce  a nd 

rigorous spiritua l pra ctice , the  se e ke r ca n re a lize  the ir inhe re nt pote ntia l a s a  pe rfe ct re fle ction of 

the  Divine  (A bdilla h, 2023). Othe r thre e  offe r Na qsba ndi vie ws on the  pe rfe ct huma n conce pt but do 

not disclose  the m in de ta il.  

3.4. De bunking myths a nd misunde rsta ndings a bout Sufism 

The  a uthor of from da rkne ss to light is the  only from the  list to bre a k down ste re otype s a bout Sufism. 

The  te xt se e ks to cha lle nge  the  e ntre nche d ste re otype s a ssocia te d with Sufism. While  ma ny schola rs 

a nd popula rize rs ha ve  e ithe r ide a lize d this mystica l tra dition or de picte d it a s a n outda te d re lic, it 

offe rs a  fre sh pe rspe ctive . The  a uthor doe s not shy a wa y from difficult que stions a nd contra dictions, 

ope nly a cknowle dging the  dive rsity of inte rpre ta tions a nd pra ctice s within Sufism. More ove r, he  

e ffe ctive ly de monstra te s the  re le va nce  of Sufi tra nsforma tions to mode rn socie ty, highlighting the ir 

pote ntia l in a ddre ssing de mocra tic a nd spiritua l crise s. His works not only e xpa nd the  unde rsta nding 

of Sufism but a lso inspire  individua ls to find inne r me a ning a nd ba la nce . In toda y's e nvironme nt, 

Sufism is cha ra cte rize d by a  de cline  in socia l a nd politica l influe nce , le a ding some  a ca de mics to 

cre a te  Ne o-Sufism—a  mode rn inte rpre ta tion of cla ssica l Sufi te a chings tha t ble nds e xote ric a nd 

e sote ric e le me nts to conne ct with urba n Muslim communitie s (He rma nse n, 2023).  

 

Sufism, ofte n misunde rstood a s a  se pa ra te  se ct or re ligion, is e sse ntia lly the  mystica l a spe ct of Isla m. 

It re pre se nts a  pa th of spiritua l purifica tion a nd a  dire ct e xpe rie nce  of the  Divine , not a  de via tion 

from Isla mic principle s. Incorre ctly a ssocia te d with fa ta lism, pa ssivity, or syncre tism tha t we a ke ns 

Isla mic orthodoxy, Sufism is a ctua lly a  pursuit for dire ct communion with the  Divine . It is a ctive  a nd 

re quire s rigorous se lf-discipline  a nd e thica l re fine me nt (Hill, 2021). The  ide a  tha t Sufism promote s 

ne gle cting worldly dutie s is incorre ct. Ma ny Sufi ma ste rs we re  nota ble  schola rs, jurists, a nd e ve n 

politica l le a de rs. The ir involve me nt in socie ty wa s drive n by justice , compa ssion, a nd se lfle ss 

se rvice . Such na rra tive s a re  de live re d pa rtia lly in the  le cture s of ha zra t_qurba na li_a khma d_isha n. 

3.5. Unique  topics 

Sufism, the  mystica l bra nch of Isla m, is re nowne d for its profound spiritua l insights a nd pra ctice s tha t 

e mpha size  love , unity, a nd the  pursuit of divine  conne ction. A s socie ty e volve s, Sufism fa ce s the  
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significa nt cha lle nge  of inte gra ting its time le ss te a chings with the  comple xitie s of mode rn life . This 

de lica te  ba la nce  re quire s not only the  pre se rva tion of its core  principle s but a lso a n a da pta tion of its 

e xpre ssion to re sona te  with conte mpora ry a udie nce s. Howe ve r, our conte nt a na lysis found no e ffort 

by Sufis to a ddre ss this issue .  

 

The  re la tionship be twe e n Sufism a nd mode rnity is comple x. Some  vie w Sufism a s a  mystica l tra dition 

tha t contra sts with the  ra tiona lism a nd se cula rism typica l of mode rnity. Sufism e mpha size s inne r 

e xpe rie nce  a nd de votion, diffe ring gre a tly from mode rn socie ty's focus on ma te ria lism a nd scie ntific 

progre ss. Howe ve r, othe rs be lie ve  Sufism offe rs a  me a ningful spiritua l a lte rna tive  to the  cha lle nge s 

of mode rnity, highlighting its focus on mora lity, compa ssion, a nd huma nism a s solutions to issue s like  

a lie na tion, e nvironme nta l de gra da tion, a nd globa l ine qua lity. Sufism's principle s of se lf-re fle ction 

a nd e thica l be ha vior re sona te  de e ply with conte mpora ry goa ls for pe rsona l growth a nd purpose ful 

e nga ge me nt (Za rra bi-Za de h, 2024). 

3.6. E xpla ining A sce tism within the  conte xt of Sufism 

A sce ticism constitute s a  funda me nta l a spe ct of Sufi doctrine , e xpre sse d through dive rse  

ma nife sta tions of se lf-de nia l a nd rigorous discipline . A t the  he a rt of Sufi a sce ticism lie s the  

conviction tha t e a rthly de sire s a nd pa ssions re pre se nt suffe ring, obstructing a n individua l from 

re a lizing the  a uthe ntic obje ctive  – the  compre he nsion of God. Conse que ntly, Sufis e nde a vor to curta il 

the ir a ctions, re gula te  the ir de sire s, a nd cha nne l the m towa rds spiritua l e nde a vors. This ma y involve  

e mbra cing a  mode st life style , re fra ining from e xce sse s in suste na nce  a nd be ve ra ge s, re nouncing 

opule nce  a nd a muse me nt, a s we ll a s se e king solitude  a nd e nga ging in conte mpla tive  pra ctice s 

(Gre e le y, 2022). In the ir online  se rmons Na qsha bdnis re ga rd a sce ticism a s a  me a ns to a tta in a  

profound spiritua l proximity to the  Divine . The y a sse rt tha t a  ge nuine  a sce tic is not me re ly one  who 

is strippe d of ma te ria l posse ssions, but ra the r one  who is libe ra te d from a tta chme nt to such 

posse ssions. For the m a n e xce ssive  a tta chme nt to the  ma te ria l re a lm dive rts the  he a rt from God, thus 

cre a ting a  ba rrie r be twe e n huma nity a nd the  Divine . A sce ticism se rve s to disma ntle  this ba rrie r, 

purifying the  he a rt of e goce ntric a spira tions a nd guiding it towa rds the  spiritua l re a lm. The  from 

da rkne ss to light pre se nts the  notion of a sce ticism through the  pe rspe ctive s of Sa id Nursi's te a chings. 

"The  que st for we a lth a nd te mpora l posse ssions is not de e me d prohibite d; ra the r, it is a dvoca te d, ye t 

it is impe ra tive  to posse ss the m in one ’s ha nds, not within one ’s he a rt." The  pivota l a spe ct he re  is the  

"he a rt." In a ccorda nce  with Nursi's te a chings, it is the  he a rt tha t ought to be  dire cte d towa rds God, 

ra the r tha n towa rds e phe me ra l e ntitie s. We a lth a nd a chie ve me nt a re  re ga rde d a s instrume nta l for 

the  re a liza tion of loftie r obje ctive s, such a s a ssisting those  in ne e d, disse mina ting knowle dge , a nd 

contributing to socie ta l we ll-be ing.  

3.7. Que stions a nd A nswe rs 

Our re se a rch found tha t Sufi pre a che rs me ntione d in this a rticle  do not e nga ge  dire ctly with the ir 

subscribe rs. This la ck of inte ra ction ha mpe rs the  spre a d a nd re ce ption of the ir te a chings online . 

Without fe e dba ck me cha nisms, pre a che rs ca nnot ta ilor the ir conte nt to the ir a udie nce 's ne e ds a nd 

unde rsta nding, which ma y re duce  the  impa ct of the ir me ssa ge . E nga ging with the  a udie nce  through 

ope n conve rsa tions is a  highly e ffe ctive  stra te gy. To ma inta in the ir pre se nce  on socia l me dia , 

pre a che rs should a ctive ly inte ra ct with the ir followe rs. Our re se a rch indica te s tha t the  from da rkne ss 

to light unique ly a ddre sse s subscribe r inquirie s. Ra the r tha n sole ly publishing conte nt, it foste rs 

dia logue , e nga ging the  a udie nce  in discussions a nd proble m-solving. With prompt re sponse s, de ta ile d 

comme nts, a nd a  willingne ss to sha re  e xpe rie nce s, it cultiva te s a  loya l a nd a ctive  community. Unlike  
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ma ny a ccounts focuse d me re ly on se lf-promotion or informa tion disse mina tion, "From Da rkne ss to 

Light" ge nuine ly prioritize s the  ne e ds of its subscribe rs. 

3.8. Diffe re nce  of pre a ching me thods from othe r Isla mic se cts 

We  a na lyze d Sufi se rmons to e xplore  diffe re nce s be twe e n Sufis a nd othe r Isla mic se cts. Unlike  othe r 

se cts, Sufis don't discuss a qida  (cre e d) or fiqh (Isla mic jurisprude nce ) issue s, a s shown by the  conte nt 

a na lysis. Inste a d of e nga ging in comple x de ba te s on the ologica l doctrine s or le ga l rulings, Sufi 

discourse  focuse s on the  inwa rd journe y a nd pe rsona l e xpe rie nce  of the  Divine . While  othe r se cts 

ofte n prioritize  doctrina l purity or a dhe re nce  to jurisprude ntia l norms, Sufis e ncoura ge  individua ls to 

e xplore  the ir souls, foste ring a  pe rsona l re la tionship with the  divine . This unique  a pproa ch ce nte rs 

on the  he a rt inste a d of the  mind, le a ding to profound insights a nd tra nsforma tive  e xpe rie nce s. It 

re ve a ls fa ith not through strict rule s but through the  dyna mic inte rpla y of love , humility, a nd surre nde r 

to the  Divine  will. Ultima te ly, while  Sufis ma y ste e r cle a r of a qida  a nd fiqh de ba te s, the ir 

contributions to the  broa de r Isla mic discourse —e spe cia lly in te rms of mora l a nd e thica l guida nce —

re ma in profoundly significa nt. This e mpha sis on inne r spiritua lity a nd pe rsona l conne ction to the  

divine  ha s inspire d countle ss followe rs, foste ring a  rich ta pe stry of poe try, music, a nd a rt tha t re fle cts 

the ir de e p de votion a nd unde rsta nding of fa ith be yond me re  le ga listic fra me works (Hose n, 2023). 

 

Unlike  some  orthodox Isla mic schools tha t e mpha size  fe a r of divine  punishme nt, Sufis prioritize  love  

for A lla h. This love  is the  driving force  towa rd spiritua l pe rfe ction, a iming for union with the  divine . 

Sufi love  for God tra nsce nds me re  worship or a dhe re nce  to re ligious rule s; it is a  profound, a ll-

consuming pa ssion tha t compe ls the  Sufi to re nounce  a nything se pa ra ting him from the  Be love d. This 

love  purifie s the  he a rt of e goism, pride , a nd a tta chme nt to worldly posse ssions (Jung, 2024). Thre e  

a ccounts (ha zra t_qurba na li_a khma d_isha n, She ikh Na zim's Sa lta na t TV) Na qshba ndi Sufi 

Brothe rhood, re pre se nting Na qshba ndi orde r, e mpha size s de ve loping love  for God through a  de e p 

unde rsta nding of His a ttribute s a nd ma nife sta tions. This knowle dge  is not se e n a s contra ry to re ligious 

pra ctice s but a s a n e sse ntia l compone nt a nd driving force . Na qshba ndi te a chings stre ss ma inta ining 

the  he a rt's conscious pre se nce  (huzur) in e ve ry pra ye r a nd a ction, a s me re  me cha nica l ritua l 

pe rforma nce  is de e me d insufficie nt. 

 

A nothe r diffe re nce  we  de te cte d during our re se a rch is a bse nce  of the  fe ma le  pre a che rs. Othe r 

Isla mic se cts proa ctive ly use  wome n for spre a ding the ir te a chings. Sufi orde rs la g be hind in this te rm. 

This dispa rity like ly ste ms from va rying inte rpre ta tions of Isla mic scripture  a nd tra ditions conce rning 

wome n's role s in public life  a nd re ligious a uthority. While  some  groups e mbra ce  fe ma le  schola rship 

a nd a ctive  pa rticipa tion in prose lytiza tion, othe rs ma inta in more  conse rva tive  sta nce s, re stricting 

wome n's involve me nt prima rily to dome stic or priva te  sphe re s. Furthe r inve stiga tion could e xplore  

the  spe cific the ologica l a nd socia l justifica tions unde rpinning the se  contra sting a pproa che s within 

e a ch se ct, e xa mining how historica l conte xt a nd re giona l cultura l norms influe nce  the  a cce pta nce  or 

re je ction of fe ma le  pre a che rs. The  impa ct of such va ria nce  on the  re a ch a nd a ppe a l of e a ch group 

a lso wa rra nts conside ra tion. 

 

The  limite d pre se nce  of fe ma le  pre a che rs within Sufi orde rs ma y a lso re fle ct a  diffe ring e mpha sis 

on the  na ture  of re ligious pre a ching. Unlike  othe r groups prioritizing outwa rd propa ga tion a nd a ctive  

conve rsion, Sufism e mpha size s inne r tra nsforma tion a nd dire ct e xpe rie ntia l knowle dge  of the  divine . 

This inwa rd focus might le a d to a  de -e mpha sis on forma l pre a ching, re ga rdle ss of ge nde r, fa voring 

inste a d the  tra nsmission of knowle dge  through pe rsona l me ntorship, de votiona l pra ctice s, a nd the  

e xa mple  of a  re a lize d ma ste r, role s tha t wome n ha ve  historica lly fulfille d within Sufi conte xts 



20 Bulan, Z et al. / International Journal of Islamic Thoughts, 13(1&2), 11-24 

 

(Nie lse n, 2021). To ga in a  de e pe r unde rsta nding, it is e sse ntia l to study individua l Sufi orde rs a nd 

the ir unique  historica l pa ths. In toda y's digita l a ge , wome n’s involve me nt in re ligious pre a ching ha s 

be come  a  pivota l focus for re ligious communitie s a nd schola rs. A s more  wome n pursue  role s in 

spiritua l le a de rship, the ir pa rticipa tion not only e nriche s re ligious discourse  but a lso e xpa nds its scope  

(Kurma na liye v e t a l., 2024). 

 

The  Ce ntra l A sia n Sufi orde rs ta ilor the ir propa ga nda  to diffe re nt socia l me dia  pla tforms like  

Fa ce book a nd YouTube . On Fa ce book, the y prima rily use  visua l conte nt by sha ring photos with 

inspira tiona l quote s to succinctly conve y the ir spiritua l me ssa ge s. In contra st, YouTube  is use d for 

more  de ta ile d e xplora tion of Sufi thought, whe re  pra ctitione rs publish vide o le cture s tha t offe r de e pe r 

insights into the ir be lie fs a nd pra ctice s. The  disse mina tion of Sufi te a chings a nd pra ctice s through 

socia l me dia  pla tforms re ve a ls a  nua nce d a pproa ch ta ilore d to the  unique  cha ra cte ristics of e a ch 

pla tform. On Fa ce book, the  e mpha sis on visua l conte nt a nd cita tions sugge sts a  stra te gy a ime d a t 

e nga ging use rs in a  quick, dige stible  ma nne r, foste ring a n imme dia te  conne ction with the  a udie nce . 

Conve rse ly, the  use  of vide o le cture s on YouTube  indica te s a  pre fe re nce  for more  in-de pth 

e xplora tion of Sufi conce pts, a llowing for a  riche r, more  compre he nsive  unde rsta nding of the  

philosophy a nd pra ctice s. 

 

Our re se a rch re ve a le d tha t Sufis re fra in from publicly e xhibiting the ir ritua ls, which a re  me a nt to be  

myste rious a nd se cre t, in the  digita l a ge . The se  ritua ls, rich in mysticism a nd e sote ric knowle dge , a re  

not me re  pe rforma nce s but pa thwa ys to pe rsona l tra nsforma tion a nd divine  conne ction. By ke e ping 

the se  pra ctice s priva te , Sufis pre se rve  the ir mystique , ma king the ir profound te a chings a cce ssible  

only to those  with a  ge nuine  de sire  to e nga ge  de e ply. Sufis a re  na viga ting a  de lica te  ba la nce —

e mbra cing digita l conne ctivity while  pre se rving the  mystica l e sse nce  of the ir tra ditions. The ir 

a pproa ch highlights a  de e p re spe ct for spiritua lity's inne r dime nsions, e lusive  to the  ca sua l obse rve r 

a nd re quiring a  de e pe r e xplora tion. Through this pe rspe ctive , Sufism invite s se e ke rs into a  world 

whe re  the  sa cre d ma inta ins its e nigma tic a llure , e mbodying the  e sse nce  of the ir time le ss te a chings. 

3.9. Ma inta ining confide ntia lity of ritua ls a midst the  e ra  of a cce ssible  informa tion 

Our re se a rch indica te s tha t, de spite  the  va st pote ntia l for spre a ding re ligious pra ctice s via  socia l 

me dia , Sufis do not e nga ge  in a dditiona l ritua ls online . This obse rva tion ra ise s importa nt que stions 

a bout a uthe ntic re ligious tra ditions in the  digita l a ge . Socia l me dia  offe rs a n unpre ce de nte d pla tform 

for spre a ding ide a s, a ttra cting ne w followe rs, a nd foste ring conne ctions a mong like -minde d 

individua ls. Ma ny groups le ve ra ge  the se  opportunitie s, cre a ting online  communitie s, broa dca sting 

re ligious se rvice s, a nd sha ring e xte nsive  writte n works.  

 

Sufis, known for the ir e mpha sis on pe rsona l e xpe rie nce s, mystica l knowle dge , a nd unique  ritua ls, 

a re  a  re sult of this pa ra digm. Sufism tra ditiona lly va lue s ora l knowle dge  a nd the  e xpe rie ntia l 

tra nsmission from te a che r to stude nt. Digita l pla tforms, which focus on visua l conte nt a nd brie f 

me ssa ge s, ma y fa ll short in conve ying the  nua nce s a nd tra nsforma tions of Sufi pra ctice s. By 

de libe ra te ly a voiding socia l ne tworks for the ir ritua ls, Sufis e ffe ctive ly ma inta in a  ba la nce  be twe e n 

the ir che rishe d tra ditions a nd the  opportunitie s offe re d by mode rn te chnology (A kma n, 2010). 

 

In the ir online  se rmons, Sufis na viga te  a  comple x la ndsca pe , stra te gica lly omitting the me s ce ntra l to 

the ir mystica l tra dition. The  powe r of zikr, the  rhythmic re me mbra nce  of God, a  ke y pra ctice  for Sufi 

spiritua l growth, is ofte n minimize d or omitte d. Simila rly, discussions distinguishing the  ma te ria l a nd 

spiritua l worlds, founda tiona l to Sufi cosmology a nd unde rsta nding of re a lity, a re  fre que ntly a voide d. 
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The  crucia l role  of a  murshid, a  spiritua l me ntor a nd guiding light on the  Sufi pa th, a lso re ce ive s 

surprisingly little  a tte ntion. Online  Sufi se rmons focus on unive rsa l the me s like  love , compa ssion, 

a nd e thica l be ha vior to build bridge s while  ca re fully a ddre ssing the  comple x Sufi doctrine . This 

conte nt se le ction re fle cts a  de lica te  ba la nce . The  digita l re a lm de ma nds a cce ssibility, a nd ove rly 

e sote ric te a chings might be  misunde rstood or e ve n se e n a s he re tica l by those  unfa milia r with Sufism.  

 

E mpha sizing unive rsa l virtue s e na ble s Sufi te a che rs to conne ct with individua ls from dive rse  

ba ckgrounds, foste ring sha re d huma nity a nd promoting positive  socia l e nga ge me nt. This me thod 

introduce s Sufi principle s without imme dia te ly e nga ging in the  comple xitie s tha t re quire  e xte nsive  

initia tion a nd pe rsona l guida nce . Howe ve r, this a pproa ch ra ise s conce rns a bout the  a uthe nticity of 

the  online  Sufi e xpe rie nce , que stioning whe the r focusing sole ly on e thica l conduct ma y re duce  

Sufism to a  me re  philosophy of life , the re by stripping it of its tra nsforma tive  spiritua l powe r. The  

e sse nce  of Sufism lie s in the  dire ct e xpe rie nce  of the  divine , fa cilita te d through pra ctice s like  zikr 

a nd the  guida nce  of a  me ntor – e le me nts tha t a re  ofte n conspicuously a bse nt in the  online  discourse . 

Ultima te ly, the  online  pre se nta tion of Sufism is a  re fle ction of the  digita l a ge  itse lf: a  spa ce  whe re  

a cce ssibility a nd simplifica tion ofte n ta ke  pre ce de nce  ove r de pth a nd comple xity (Roze hna l, 2023).  

 

The  propa ga tion of Sufi te a chings is vita l for e nha ncing spiritua l growth a nd cultiva ting mora l 

principle s. By e duca ting individua ls on mora lity a nd spiritua lity, Sufism offe rs a  pa th to unde rsta nding 

a nd tra nsce nding se lf-ce nte re d pe rspe ctive s. It se rve s a s a  powe rful ve hicle  for conve ying profound 

truths, a wa ke ning the  he a rt, a nd inspiring e thica l a ction. Sufi pra ctice s, such a s me dita tion a nd 

re me mbra nce , promote  mindfulne ss a nd se lf-a wa re ne ss, e mpowe ring pe ople  to na viga te  life 's 

cha lle nge s with gra ce  a nd re silie nce . In e sse nce , disse mina ting Sufi wisdom contribute s to a  

ha rmonious a nd just socie ty by nurturing spiritua l growth a nd foste ring a  de e p se nse  of 

inte rconne cte dne ss a mong a ll be ings. A pproa ch the  tra nsmission of Sufi te a chings with se nsitivity 

a nd re spe ct for dive rse  cultura l conte xts to e nsure  a uthe ntic re pre se nta tion a nd a void a ppropria tion. 

Supporting Sufi schola rs a nd pra ctitione rs who e xe mplify the  tra dition is vita l for ma inta ining 

a uthe nticity a nd providing guida nce . The  a im of spre a ding Sufi te a chings is not to conve rt individua ls 

to a  spe cific dogma , but to a wa ke n the  inhe re nt goodne ss a nd wisdom within e a ch pe rson (Hida ya ti, 

2022). By offe ring tools a nd pa thwa ys for se lf-discove ry a nd spiritua l growth, Sufism ca n he lp cre a te  

a  more  pe a ce ful, just, a nd inte rconne cte d world. This e nde a vor re quire s ongoing se lf-re fle ction, 

humility, a nd ste a dfa st de dica tion to Isla mic principle s. 

4. Conclusion 

Sufi orde rs ha ve  a de ptly modifie d the ir conve ntiona l spiritua l pra ctice s to a lign with the  digita l e poch 

by e mploying pla tforms such a s YouTube , Fa ce book, a nd Insta gra m. This tra nsforma tion fa cilita te s 

Sufi she ikhs a nd murids to disse mina te  le cture s, sha re  de votiona l poe try, a nd conduct virtua l zikr 

se ssions, the re by re nde ring the ir te a chings more  a cce ssible  to a n inte rna tiona l a udie nce . The  online  

doma in e mpowe rs Sufi te a chings to tra nsce nd ge ogra phica l constra ints, dra wing individua ls from 

a cross the  globe  who a re  in pursuit of spiritua l dire ction a nd communion. This a cce ssibility is 

e spe cia lly a dva nta ge ous for those  who a re  una ble  to pa rticipa te  in physica l a sse mblie s, pe rmitting 

the m to e nga ge  in Sufi ritua ls a nd te a chings re mote ly. A lthough online  pla tforms pre se nt 

opportunitie s, the y concurre ntly introduce  cha lle nge s such a s the  commodifica tion of spiritua lity a nd 

the  risk of misinte rpre ta tion. Sufi orde rs e nde a vor to pre se rve  a uthe nticity a nd e thica l sta nda rds 

while  ne gotia ting the se  intrica cie s. Notwithsta nding the  digita l tra nsition, Sufi orde rs unde rscore  the  

importa nce  of pe rsona lize d spiritua l guida nce  through inte ra ctive  Q&A  se ssions, dire ct me ssa ging, 
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a nd online  me ntorship progra ms. This me thodology is instrume nta l in susta ining the  tra ditiona l focus 

on individua lize d spiritua l a dva nce me nt.  

 

The  incorpora tion of multime dia  e le me nts, such a s de votiona l music, a e sthe tica lly compe lling poe try 

re cita tions, a nd a nima te d na rra tive s, significa ntly a ugme nts both e nga ge me nt a nd a cce ssibility for a  

wide  a rra y of a udie nce s. This me thodology fa cilita te s the  communica tion of Sufi doctrine s in a  

ma nne r tha t is both e nga ging a nd re la ta ble . Sufi orde rs prioritize  the  e sta blishme nt of online  

communitie s tha t a re  pre dica te d on sha re d spiritua l va lue s a nd pra ctice s. The se  communitie s 

fre que ntly inte gra te  virtua l zikr circle s a nd colla bora tive  study groups, the re by foste ring solida rity 

a nd mutua l support a mong a dhe re nts. Sufi te a chings a re  me ticulously ta ilore d to confront 

conte mpora ry socia l a nd pe rsona l dile mma s. By a rticula ting the se  te a chings in a  nua nce d a nd 

a cce ssible  fa shion, Sufi orde rs a ttra ct individua ls in se a rch of spiritua l sola ce  a nd guida nce  in the  

conte mpora ry la ndsca pe . Promotion of Inte rfa ith Dia logue : The  stra te gic e mployme nt of socia l 

me dia  pla tforms se rve s to disse mina te  Sufi wisdom a nd foste r inte rfa ith dia logue , e ffe ctive ly 

e xpa nding the  re a ch of Sufi te a chings be yond conve ntiona l ge ogra phica l constra ints. 

 

The  distinctive  fe a ture s of online  pre a ching a ctivitie s of Sufi orde rs a re  multifa ce te d, re fle cting both 

tra ditiona l Sufi principle s a nd the  conte mpora ry digita l la ndsca pe . Firstly, the  e mpha sis on 

pe rsona lize d spiritua l guida nce  is ma inta ine d through inte ra ctive  Q&A  se ssions, dire ct me ssa ging, 

a nd online  me ntorship progra ms. Se condly, the  use  of multime dia  conte nt, such a s de votiona l music, 

visua lly ca ptiva ting Sufi poe try re cita tions, a nd a nima te d storie s illustra ting Sufi pa ra ble s, e nha nce s 

e nga ge me nt a nd a cce ssibility for dive rse  a udie nce s. Thirdly, a  focus on foste ring online  communitie s 

built on sha re d spiritua l va lue s a nd pra ctice s, ofte n incorpora ting virtua l zikr circle s a nd colla bora tive  

study groups, promote s solida rity a nd mutua l support. Fourthly, the  ca re ful a da pta tion of Sufi 

te a chings to a ddre ss conte mpora ry socia l a nd pe rsona l cha lle nge s, pre se nte d in a  nua nce d a nd 

a cce ssible  ma nne r, a ttra cts individua ls se e king spiritua l sola ce  a nd guida nce  in the  mode rn world. 

Fina lly, the  stra te gic le ve ra ging of socia l me dia  pla tforms to disse mina te  Sufi wisdom a nd promote  

inte rfa ith dia logue  he lps broa de n the  re a ch of Sufi te a chings be yond tra ditiona l ge ogra phica l 

bounda rie s. 

 

The  pa pe r sugge sts furthe r re se a rch into the  inte rse ction of Sufism a nd socia l me dia , pa rticula rly in 

unde rsta nding how the se  dyna mics influe nce  individua l be lie f syste ms a nd colle ctive  re ligious 

ide ntitie s in the  digita l a ge . This shift to digita l re a lms ra ise s critica l que stions a bout the  a uthe nticity, 

a cce ssibility, a nd e volving na ture  of Sufi te a chings in online  conte xts. Sufism, tra ditiona lly re lia nt on 

fa ce -to-fa ce  me ntorship a nd ora l tra nsmission, now e ncounte rs a  de ce ntra lize d, de mocra tize d digita l 

la ndsca pe . The  furthe r re se a rch should inve stiga te  the  forma tion of ne o-Sufi move me nts online .  The  

role  of visua l me dia , such a s sha re d de votiona l photos a nd vide o re cordings of Sufi pra ctice s, 

wa rra nts pa rticula r a tte ntion. Ultima te ly, e xploring the  inte rse ction of Sufism a nd socia l me dia  offe rs 

va lua ble  insights into the  broa de r phe nome non of re ligious ide ntity forma tion in the  digita l a ge . By 

inve stiga ting the  impa ct of the se  dyna mics on individua l be lie f syste ms a nd colle ctive  re ligious 

ide ntitie s, we  ca n ga in a  more  nua nce d unde rsta nding of how tra ditiona l spiritua l pra ctice s a re  

e volving a nd a da pting in the  fa ce  of te chnologica l a dva nce me nts. 
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